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I believe the earlier reviewers are mistakenly referring to the 1978 First Edition of this field guide

(Meyer de Schauensee and Phelps 1978). As the first modern field guide to a South American

avifauna, the original Birds of Venezuela is certainly now showing its age though it is still a

remarkably useful field aid to the world's sixth largest national avifauna. The new edition - practically

an entirely new field guide - is a very different kettle of fish. What makes this new edition

different?First of all, the new guide is twice as thick and the text is much more closely packed. The

book now weighs in at over 1.8 kg (4 lbs) and is more along the lines of the field guide volume of the

Birds of Ecuador (Ridgely and Greenfield 2001). Nearly a hundred new species are treated, taking

the country total to 1381. Far more species are illustrated and more colour plates have been used,

though eight black and white plates have been retained to depict flying raptors and swifts. We now

have 67 plates compared with the previous 53 - a 25% increase. Twenty-five of the plates are

entirely new with beautiful artwork primarily by John Gwynne. The new plates cover a range of taxa,

with Cracids, owls, nightjars, toucans, tanagers, Fringillids, Emberizids and Icterids particularly well

covered. A further four have been adapted from Birds of PanamÃ¡ (Ridgely and Gwynne 1989) and

one from Birds of Colombia (Hilty and Brown 1986). The remaining 37 are basically the same Guy

Tudor plates (and one by John Gwynne) from the old edition with some modifications.To my mind,



though, it is the text which has really benefited from this new edition - so much so that this should

really be thought of as an entirely new field guide.
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